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Plants with this name have been popular for many years and come in various colours. They grow and flower at their best in northern N.S.W. and most places north. They are not particularly keen on growing further south but are hardy enough to grow and flower. So all Australians should be able to grow this species.

The name billbergioides means like a billbergia which seems strange when we envisage what we consider a billbergia should look like. However, it first made its appearance in the botanical world in 1830 under the name Hohenbergia billbergioides. At that time known bromeliads would have only numbered a few hundred which puts things in a different perspective.

We know there are many forms of this plant and the keen ones will know that in Smith & Downs page 1611 it was decided not to use the varietal names because "It does not seem possible to distinguish the colour variations in this species and to apply them to all the names involved".

Therefore names like var. citrinum or var. purpureum are incorrect unless you want to resurrect their status with good argument and write up a description in your best LATIN with herbarium specimen!

This does not stop us trying to do the impossible from a horticultural point of view. With the aid of Diana Hughes and Robert and Melissa Dilling of the northern N.S.W. coastal area we have come up with a solution. The Dillings have been growing this species from seed for many years. We will call each of the cultivars by the name of a fruit that is roughly or even suggests the colour of the primary bracts.

For more precise colours we have referred to numbers in the colour chart in Isley's book "Tillandsias" or Grafs "Exotica". that way we would be consistent. Problems occur in nature where colour is not a "solid" colour but seems flushed with another colour. Therefore, whenever "flushed" appears in the description you'll know what to expect.

Another problem lies in leaf colour so you could have a plant with the same primary bract colour but different leaf colour. This is covered by a different fruit name! Some plants are variegated and in these cases a match can be made and then "variegated" added to the fruit name, e.g. ‘Citron’ variegated.


To start the ball rolling we have come up with eight names which are as follows:​

Those added later have a *

APRICOT -
Primary bract deep yellow orange #12;
      Leaf  green.

BLOOD ORANGE – Primary bract reddish orange #24;
       Leaf  green.

CITRON – (was citrinum) Primary bracts yellow #3;
       Leaf green.

*GUAVA – Primary bracts rose #38                                             Leaf green

LEMON -
Primary bracts light yellow #2;
                    Leaf green.

*MANDARIN – Primary bracts Mandarin Red #24                      Leaf maroon #42

MULBERRY-
 Primary bracts dark orange/mulberry #19;
        Leaf reddish both sides #28.

PERSIMMON – Primary bracts orange #18;
                                 Leaf green.

*PLUM – Primary bracts apricot #11                                              Leaf maroon both sides #42

TAMARILLO - Primary bracts orange flushed mulberry #12;       Leaf rusty both sides #21. 

TUTTI FRUTTI – Primary bracts orange flushed mulberry #12;    Leaf green.

I feel sure I have seen Nidularium billbergioides with very dark primary bracts and sometimes very dark leaves where the colour is in the purple range, e.g. #47, so there must be others to add to the list and we have lots of fruit left!!

If you have any suggestions or plants to add to the list please contact me.

